
4. Hot Socketing &
Power-On Reset

Stratix® II devices offer hot socketing, which is also known as hot plug-in 
or hot swap, and power sequencing support without the use of any 
external devices. You can insert or remove a Stratix II board in a system 
during system operation without causing undesirable effects to the 
running system bus or the board that was inserted into the system. 

The hot socketing feature also removes some of the difficulty when you 
use Stratix II devices on printed circuit boards (PCBs) that also contain a 
mixture of 5.0-, 3.3-, 2.5-, 1.8-, 1.5- and 1.2-V devices. With the Stratix II hot 
socketing feature, you no longer need to ensure a proper power-up 
sequence for each device on the board.

The Stratix II hot socketing feature provides:

■ Board or device insertion and removal without external components 
or board manipulation

■ Support for any power-up sequence
■ Non-intrusive I/O buffers to system buses during hot insertion

This chapter also discusses the power-on reset (POR) circuitry in Stratix II 
devices. The POR circuitry keeps the devices in the reset state until the 
VCC is within operating range.

Stratix II
Hot-Socketing 
Specifications

Stratix II devices offer hot socketing capability with all three features 
listed above without any external components or special design 
requirements. The hot socketing feature in Stratix II devices allows:

■ The device can be driven before power-up without any damage to
the device itself.

■ I/O pins remain tri-stated during power-up. The device does not
drive out before or during power-up, thereby affecting other buses in 
operation.

■ Signal pins do not drive the VCCIO, VCCPD, or VCCINT power supplies. 
External input signals to I/O pins of the device do not internally
power the VCCIO or VCCINT power supplies of the device via internal
paths within the device.
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Stratix II Hot-Socketing Specifications

Devices Can Be Driven Before Power-Up

You can drive signals into the I/O pins, dedicated input pins and 
dedicated clock pins of Stratix II devices before or during power-up or 
power-down without damaging the device. Stratix II devices support any 
power-up or power-down sequence (VCCIO, VCCINT, and VCCPD) in order 
to simplify system level design.

I/O Pins Remain Tri-Stated During Power-Up

A device that does not support hot-socketing may interrupt system 
operation or cause contention by driving out before or during power-up. 
In a hot socketing situation, Stratix II device's output buffers are turned 
off during system power-up or power-down. Stratix II device also does 
not drive out until the device is configured and has attained proper 
operating conditions.

Signal Pins Do Not Drive the VCCIO, VCCINT or VCCPD Power 
Supplies

Devices that do not support hot-socketing can short power supplies 
together when powered-up through the device signal pins. This irregular 
power-up can damage both the driving and driven devices and can 
disrupt card power-up.

Stratix II devices do not have a current path from I/O pins, dedicated 
input pins, or dedicated clock pins to the VCCIO, VCCINT, or VCCPD pins 
before or during power-up. A Stratix II device may be inserted into (or 
removed from) a powered-up system board without damaging or 
interfering with system-board operation. When hot-socketing, Stratix II 
devices may have a minimal effect on the signal integrity of the 
backplane.

1 You can power up or power down the VCCIO, VCCINT, and VCCPD 
pins in any sequence. The power supply ramp rates can range 
from 100 μs to 100 ms. All VCC supplies must power down 
within 100 ms of each other to prevent I/O pins from driving 
out. During hot socketing, the I/O pin capacitance is less than 15 
pF and the clock pin capacitance is less than 20 pF. Stratix II 
devices meet the following hot socketing specification.

■ The hot socketing DC specification is: | IIOPIN | < 300 μA.
■ The hot socketing AC specification is: | IIOPIN | < 8 mA for 10 ns or

less.
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Timing Model

Table 5–34. Output Timing Measurement Methodology for Output Pins Notes (1), (2), (3)

I/O Standard
Loading and Termination Measurement 

Point

RS (Ω) RD (Ω) RT (Ω) VCCIO (V) VTT (V) CL (pF) VMEAS (V)

LVTTL (4) 3.135 0 1.5675

LVCMOS (4) 3.135 0 1.5675

2.5 V (4) 2.375 0 1.1875

1.8 V (4) 1.710 0 0.855

1.5 V (4) 1.425 0 0.7125

PCI (5) 2.970 10 1.485

PCI-X (5) 2.970 10 1.485

SSTL-2 Class I 25 50 2.325 1.123 0 1.1625

SSTL-2 Class II 25 25 2.325 1.123 0 1.1625

SSTL-18 Class I 25 50 1.660 0.790 0 0.83

SSTL-18 Class II 25 25 1.660 0.790 0 0.83

1.8-V HSTL Class I 50 50 1.660 0.790 0 0.83

1.8-V HSTL Class II 25 25 1.660 0.790 0 0.83

1.5-V HSTL Class I 50 50 1.375 0.648 0 0.6875

1.5-V HSTL Class II 25 1.375 0.648 0 0.6875

1.2-V HSTL with OCT 50 1.140 0 0.570

Differential SSTL-2 Class I 50 50 2.325 1.123 0 1.1625

Differential SSTL-2 Class II 25 25 2.325 1.123 0 1.1625

Differential SSTL-18 Class I 50 50 1.660 0.790 0 0.83

Differential SSTL-18 Class II 25 25 1.660 0.790 0 0.83

1.5-V Differential HSTL Class I 50 50 1.375 0.648 0 0.6875

1.5-V Differential HSTL Class II 25 1.375 0.648 0 0.6875

1.8-V Differential HSTL Class I 50 50 1.660 0.790 0 0.83

1.8-V Differential HSTL Class II 25 25 1.660 0.790 0 0.83

LVDS 100 2.325 0 1.1625

HyperTransport 100 2.325 0 1.1625

LVPECL 100 3.135 0 1.5675

Notes to Table 5–34:
(1) Input measurement point at internal node is 0.5 × VCCINT.
(2) Output measuring point for VMEAS at buffer output is 0.5 × VCCIO.
(3) Input stimulus edge rate is 0 to VCC in 0.2 ns (internal signal) from the driver preceding the I/O buffer.
(4) Less than 50-mV ripple on VCCIO and VCCPD, VCCINT = 1.15 V with less than 30-mV ripple
(5) VCCPD = 2.97 V, less than 50-mV ripple on VCCIO and VCCPD, VCCINT = 1.15 V
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DC & Switching Characteristics
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