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PLLs & Clock
Networks

Stratix II devices provide a hierarchical clock structure and multiple PLLs
with advanced features. The large number of clocking resources in
combination with the clock synthesis precision provided by enhanced
and fast PLLs provides a complete clock management solution.

Global & Hierarchical Clocking

Stratix II devices provide 16 dedicated global clock networks and

32 regional clock networks (eight per device quadrant). These clocks are
organized into a hierarchical clock structure that allows for up to

24 clocks per device region with low skew and delay. This hierarchical
clocking scheme provides up to 48 unique clock domains in Stratix II
devices.

There are 16 dedicated clock pins (CLK [15. . 0]) to drive either the global
or regional clock networks. Four clock pins drive each side of the device,
as shown in Figures 2-31 and 2-32. Internal logic and enhanced and fast
PLL outputs can also drive the global and regional clock networks. Each
global and regional clock has a clock control block, which controls the
selection of the clock source and dynamically enables/disables the clock
to reduce power consumption. Table 2-8 shows global and regional clock
features.

Table 2-8. Global & Regional Clock Features

Feature Global Clocks Regional Clocks
Number per device 16 32
Number available per 16 8
quadrant

CLK pins, PLL outputs,
or internal logic

CLXK pins, PLL outputs,
or internal logic

Sources

Dynamic clock source
selection

v (1)

Dynamic enable/disable v v

Note to Table 2-8:
(1) Dynamic source clock selection is supported for selecting between CLKp pins and
PLL outputs only.

Global Clock Network

These clocks drive throughout the entire device, feeding all device
quadrants. The global clock networks can be used as clock sources for all
resources in the device-IOEs, ALMs, DSP blocks, and all memory blocks.
These resources can also be used for control signals, such as clock enables
and synchronous or asynchronous clears fed from the external pin. The
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global clock networks can also be driven by internal logic for internally
generated global clocks and asynchronous clears, clock enables, or other
control signals with large fanout. Figure 2-31 shows the 16 dedicated CLK
pins driving global clock networks.

Figure 2-31. Global Clocking
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There are eight regional clock networks RCLK [7 . . 0] in each quadrant of
the Stratix II device that are driven by the dedicated CLK[15. . 0] input
pins, by PLL outputs, or by internal logic. The regional clock networks
provide the lowest clock delay and skew for logic contained in a single
quadrant. The CLK clock pins symmetrically drive the RCLK networks in
a particular quadrant, as shown in Figure 2-32.
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Figure 2-56. DQS Phase-Shift Circuitry Notes (1), (2), (3), (4)
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Notes to Figure 2-56:

(1) There are up to 18 pairs of DQS and DQSn pins available on the top or the bottom of the Stratix II device. There are
up to 10 pairs on the right side and 8 pairs on the left side of the DQS phase-shift circuitry.

(2) The At module represents the DQS logic block.

(3) Clock pins CLK [15. .12] p feed the phase-shift circuitry on the top of the device and clock pins CLK[7. . 4] p feed
the phase circuitry on the bottom of the device. You can also use a PLL clock output as a reference clock to the phase-
shift circuitry.

(4) You can only use PLL 5 to feed the DQS phase-shift circuitry on the top of the device and PLL 6 to feed the DQS
phase-shift circuitry on the bottom of the device.

These dedicated circuits combined with enhanced PLL clocking and
phase-shift ability provide a complete hardware solution for interfacing
to high-speed memory.

‘e For more information on external memory interfaces, refer to the
External Memory Interfaces in Stratix Il & Stratix II GX Devices chapter in
volume 2 of the Stratix II Device Handbook or the Stratix II GX Device
Handbook.

Programmable Drive Strength

The output buffer for each Stratix II device I/O pin has a programmable
drive strength control for certain I/O standards. The LVTTL, LVCMOS,
SSTL, and HSTL standards have several levels of drive strength that the
user can control. The default setting used in the Quartus II software is the
maximum current strength setting that is used to achieve maximumI/0
performance. For all I/O standards, the minimum setting is the lowest
drive strength that guarantees the Ioy/Io; of the standard. Using
minimum settings provides signal slew rate control to reduce system
noise and signal overshoot.
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